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The Promotion of National Identity under the
Essence of Malay-centrism: Critical Thoughts
Regarding the 1Malaysia Advertisements

Chee Wah KUAN

Abstract

Malaysia new Prime Minister Najib A. Razak had spend a great amount of
money and utilized great man power to promote his /Malaysia concept, in
order to construct a national identity for Malaysian and reduce the ethnics
segregation problem facing by Malaysia. Mass media especially advertisements
play an important role in the process of the construction of 1Malaysia. This
essay focuses on several case studies of 1Malaysia advertisement, try to discuss
how did these advertisements portrait and represent 1Malaysia and what kind
of narrative strategy that used by these advertisements to generate the
identification of Malaysian towards the nation. The first discussed Telekom
Malaysia’s Independent Day advertisements try to use the myth of “blood
relationship” to build up a model of “one family” in order to unify the divided
ethnics in Malaysia and generate Malaysian’s identification towards the nation.
Next, this essay will focus on the discussion on three other cultural and
religious controversial advertisements in order to show that the construction of
1Malaysia is unable to reduce and settle the ethnics segregation issue that
haunted Malaysia all these years. Under the Malay-centrism cultural
environment of Malaysia, the construction of a national identity of 1Malaysia

will be obstructed.

Keywords: 1Malaysia, ethnicity politics, Malay-centrism, national identity,

advertisement
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